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Co-head of the cello department at the Cleveland Institute of Music, Dr. Melissa Kraut is recognized as 
one of the leading pedagogues of her generation. Having developed and trained some of the 
outstanding young musicians of today, Dr. Kraut has demonstrated a unique ability to teach all ages and 
stages of dedicated students, helping them reach their highest potential both at and away from the 
cello. 
 
With degrees from the Cleveland Institute of Music, the University of Iowa and Northwestern University, 
Dr. Kraut has had the opportunity to study with the great pedagogues Alan Harris and Hans-Jorgen 
Jensen as well as summer study/master classes with cellists such as Aldo Parisot, Frank Miller, Yo-Yo Ma, 
Tsuyoshi Tsutsumi and David Soyer. As a student, she participated in the Aspen Music Festival, Banff 
Center for the Arts and the Schleswig-Holstein Music Festival in Europe.  
 
An active performer, Dr. Kraut has led a diverse career on stage, with solo and chamber performances 
throughout the United States and Europe. She has held leadership positions in several orchestras, and 
has played under the baton of conductors such as Sir Georg Solti, Valery Gergiev and Semyon Bychkov. 
Dr. Kraut currently enjoys performing chamber music with her friends and colleagues throughout the 
world. 
 
Dr. Kraut enjoys reaching students from all over the world through master classes and workshops. Her 
status as a Suzuki Teacher Trainer, enables her to pass on her love of pedagogy to the next generation of 
teachers. In addition, she is passionate about public speaking and the  
Sitka Cello Seminar in Sitka, Alaska, bringing 10 elite cellists from all over the world to study under their 
guidance. In prior summers, Dr. Kraut was on the faculty of several summer festivals including eight 
summers at the Meadowmount School of Music and eight summers at Interlochen Arts Camp, where 

 
Competition, First Prize in the American String Teacher’s Association, Grand Prize in the Walgreen’s 
Competition, Grand Prize in the Fischoff Competition, as well as prizes in many local and regional 
competitions. 


